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SUBJECT:  ENERGY COMMITTEE COMMENTS FOR SUMMIT PROPERTIES 

  
In the past the Energy committee has provided useful guidance to the Selectboard on how the Town can 

make more climate-conscious policy and procurement decisions.  However, the authority and influence the 

Energy committee has to make these recommendations does not extend to private property owners, 

businesses, and developers.  Our zoning ordinance, which is the primary mechanism by which a town has 

authority over how people use private property and conduct their private business affairs, does not 

recognize the Energy committee as an advisory committee.  Our zoning also does not mandate specific 

green building standards or operation & maintenance practices, beyond a recommendation to orient 

buildings to maximize solar gain.  The Energy committee’s participation in the DRB review process would be 

like that of any interested party, with individual members welcome to provide input at a hearing at that 

time.  Any changes that are made to Summit’s application between now and when they are ready to apply 

for DRB review would be at Summit’s discretion.   

 

Summit has considerable experience developing housing projects that meet affordable price points.  It is in 

Summit’s interest to make responsible long-term decisions because not only are they building the project, 

but they will also be managing it in years to come.  We expect there will be ways that Summit will be able to 

collaborate with energy advocates in the community to accomplish their goals, and other things that in 

their best judgement cannot be accomplished.    

 

Summit has shown a steady commitment to holding outreach meetings to gather input and earn early 

public buy-in.  In my experience, that is the perfect place to be- working with a seasoned developer that is 

self-motivated to demonstrate how their project can enhance our community.  To preserve that tone, they 

need to feel the Town remains supportive of their larger endeavor and that we are treating them fairly 

under our established review process.  While individual members of the Energy committee may take 

Summit up on their offer to engage in further dialogue about the project, given that they have no official 

capacity as an advisory review board in the zoning process I would recommend against the Energy 

committee doing so as a Town committee or with an explicit endorsement from the Selectboard.   

 

 


